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Fer the Magiſtrates & other Officers 
in Huntingtonſhire, who have been 
concern'd in theSpoiliog the Goods 

of the Innocent, who m<-ect together 
in Obedience to the Requirings of 
the Good Spirit of the Lord, to 

Worſhip him in his own Way. 


Ountrymen, unto whoſe Copſciences my Life and 
| 18 Converſation, with many more of my Friends, hath 
deen manifeſted to have been peaceable, and ſee king 
the Good of all People, and our Aſſemblies to have been 
peaceable, and our Meeting together to ediſie one another in 
that which is good: And now, what have you againſt us ſavingg 
the Law and Worſhip of our God ? Unto the Light of Chris | 
Jeſus in all your Conſciences I do appeal for Juftice herein. 

It is not unknown unte you, how that l, with many more 
of my Friends, have been deep Sufferers in our Eftates under 
Pretence of Virtue of a late Act ts prevent and ſuppreſs Sodi- 
tions Conventicles ; but wherein I and my Friends are guiley 
doth not yet appear farther then it is the Wills o hall 
be fo, New Friends and People, I de acknowTedge; it is and 
hath been my Practice ever ſince I was convinced of the pre- Be 
cious Truth as it is in Jeſus, to meet with the People of God, 117” 
and to fit down and wait upon him io his Fear, and to worſip __ 
A and to draw near unto him, from 

dave oftey felt Spiritual Refreſhments, unto whoſe 
Fiogour m4'Glorymy Soul aſcribes the Praiſe forever and e- 
5 \ \ A vermore. 


(23 
vermore. But now, as to that Act which you pretend to act 
by, 1, It is entituled, A All te prevent and ſuppreſs Sedits- 
ew ( onventicles; which I de deny — guilty of frequent-. 
any Seditious Meeting; , it is thoſe le Drunken Infor- 

mers, whe Hive often dickurbed our Peaceable Meetings, and 
therein ſhewn themſelves d editious and Violent againſt us, 
who. were dlwayet found and known to be Peaceab'e in our 
publick Meeting pl places, until they have broke the Peace, and 
made a Diſturbance : And it ſhould have been the Magiftrates 
Place to have puniſh thoſe Rude Informers, who have ſo oſ- 
ten diſturbed our Peaceable barrage, Mp meet together for 
-Good, and not for Eyil. -: Ad ſaith, # bo under 
Preteizce of Tender Conſcience, * er may at their Meetings 
cont rive lnſurrcttions (as late Experience hatbſhewn) Now 
do appea to God's Witneſs in your Conſciences, whenever 
had you any ſuch Experience of us? But I do affirm, that 
you hive had large Experience to the contrary for Twenty 
Years and up 4 where our Meeti 22 * eſtabliſh- 
ed by the * and Power of the Lord eh, Buyif you ſay, 
We know not but in time we may, and therefore we. would pre. 
vent you: Herein will not both Nature, ancient Laws and 

Conſcience: witneſs again you? Who will puniſh a 
perſon or people who doth well, becauſe you are jealous that 
ove to come he or they may do Evil? Beſides, Doth not 

Witneſs in your Conſciences witneſs for us, that our 
Principle ſeadeth to Good, and nat to Evil; let God's Wit 
dels in your Conſcienees be judge in this and 'of other Matters, 
and then Righteous Judgment affuredly will be given, 3, 
That Act forbids the number of Five or above, beſides prong 
ef the Houſhold : es by ol fiveor faurs three or ty 
meet for E | wo the Nas 
ture of the 3825 ated: 3: but if two, three, fours e 
hun red meet together for. the God and Edification. one of 
another in the Lord, they ought to be incour und the 
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neſty vhder the- Government, but if otherwiſe, 'we muſt. 
ſuffer for our Obedience to God, it is our Principle patiently , 
to ſuffer- under them that are ſet over us, and fo commit our 
Cauſe unto the Lord; and this was the practice of Chriſt ſe. 
ſus our Lord, and his fait: ful Followers, when he was in that 
Body prepared to do his Father's Will, and his faithful Follow- 
ers aſter his Departure, when they were endued with Power .. 
from on high. And fo I would that all our fellow Creatures, 
male and ſemale, did rightly know us and our Principle, that 
ſo = might come and fit down with us, and receive an 
Earneſt of that Inheritance and Riches which no Evil Inftru- 
ment can take away, and a Place in that Habitation, which is 
' Everlaſtiag. x 5 
Friends & People, if we were bot only Pretenders to worſhip 
God, we were then of all People moſt miſerable, but Thanks 
be to God, through our Lord jeſus Chriſt, he hath given un- 
to us, not only that Knowledge, that we can ſay it is the Truth, 
but Praiſes to his moſt holy Name, he hath alſo given us to 
feel, taſte and handle of the Word of Life, whereby we know 
ſenſibly all things in this World to be of no Value, in Com: . 
pariſon of the Riches of his Love to our Souls, even to as ma 
ny as walk before him with a perfect and upright Heart. Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord who was numbred amongſt Tranſgreſſors, above 
Sixteen Hundred Years fince, as you may read in the Scrip - 
tures of Truth, he ſet up this Worſhip in Spirit and in Truth, 
which we bear Teſtimony unto, and ſuffer for, when he te- 
ſtiſied the End of theWorſhip in the Mo: ntaia, and the Worſhip 
at Feruſalems and ſaid, Not 1 this Mount ain, ner at Jeruſalem; 
but they that worſhip the Father muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth; "for the Father ſeckerh ſuch to worſhip him. Friend s 
and People, we were Strangers as well as others, hut Chriſt 
Jeſus the Shepherd and Biſhop'of our Souls ſought us out, and 
y the Arm of his Almighty Power hath brought rs to be a. 
People, who were in Dayes paſt not a People to God, but 
Strangers and Aliens, and wandring upon the barren Moun- 
tains and deſolate Hills of divers Profeſſions, ſecking Reſt, 
but found it not, until the compaſſionate Creator, who be- 
if A 3 holds 
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holds the ſecrets of all Hearts, beheld us in our Blood, loaden 
with Sin and Iniquity. and had Compaſſion on us, and did 
reach forth a Hand of Help unto us, and t y the Light of his 
Son Chrift jeſus did fhew unto us the? Way in which we ſhould. 
walk, wherein we tave and de-find Reſt to our weary pant. 
ing Souls, praiſes to his moſt holy Name for evermore! 

So Friends and People, there is great need of our Faithful · 
nels in ſo weighty a Concern as this, wherein ſo great a treſs 
lieth of gur Etetnal Happineſs by being faithful unto him that 
hath called us, for if we deny him before men, then will he deny 
us before his Father which is in Heaven, and whoſoever loveth 

any thing more then him, will not be found worthy of him. 

And now be it known unto you our Country Fo'ks, that it is 

our Rights to enjoy our outward Eftates, which the Lord. 
hath lent, unto us, and made us as Stewards of a ongſt you, 
where the Lord hath caſt our Lots, but rather then violate the 
Law of God in our Conſciences, we are contented to part with 
them for his Name and Teſtimohy Sake; but what will you 
do in the Day of Account, or how will you appear before ſo 
dreadful a God, who will reward the Evil.doers with fore - 
Vengeance?Oh People who have had any Hand in {poyling the 
Goods of the Innocent! Repent, Repent, yea I ſay ſeek a 
Place of Repentance before it be too late, It is the Earneſt 
Deſire of my Soul that every one of you our Perſecutors 
might find a place of Re pentance, that ſo your Iniquities might 
be blotted out, and not be your Ruin, So whileft the Spirit of 
the Lord ſtrives with you or any of you, and ſhews unto you 
Your Evil Deeds, turn you unto it, that by it you may come 
to be purged from that Guilt and Tran'greſhon which other 
wiſe will be your ſore Diſtreſs in the Day. of Account, which+. 
will ſhortly overtake you. 

Ido juſtly complain of your cruel Proceedings and Acting: 
againſt me and others, by Pretence of the ſaid Act. in ſhort, 
I have had Goods ſpeyled to the worth of near forty Pounds, 
and now at this time there are two Warrants ifſued out 

inft me, one for fifty Shillings, the other for Ten Pounds 
Ten Shillings, and they that have been Witneſſes aghialt me, 
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are men of the bafeſt Sort, who for their Pains have had Part 
of the Spoyls, or money that hath been made of the Goods 
diſtraiged, for which they have thus ſworn and informed. And 
is it not. contrary to Law that a man's Oath ſhould be taken, 
when it is for his own Mercenary -Ends, in his own Cauſe? 
And is it not the Informers own Cauſe, when they have Part 
of the Money for their Swearing and Informing? whether 
true or falſe it hath been little notice taken of, but if two men 
will bus [wear to it, we muſt ſuffer, and they for their lnjurious 
Work have a Reward: And is not this unreaſonable to be en 
cauraged? | leave it to your Judgments who» are knowing in 
Law, At our late general Mecting at Erith, where we were 
peaceably met together, according to our uſual manner, to 
wait upon and worſhip the Lord God, the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth (for which | ſtand fined Ten Pounds Ten Shillings, 
upon the Oaths of cheſe. Informers or ſome of them, viz.- 
Stephen Perry oſ Cambridie, Thomas Gilby of Blunſham, Fehn 
Pottal of Sorer ſham, who-came into our peaceable Meeting in 
a very rude, diſtracted, outragious manner, being ſo in 
Drink they could not give. a, ſober Anſwer; nor ſome of 
them (peak plain, having been ſ-veral Hours in an Ale · houſe 
to fit themſelves for that Service, yet theſe and ſuch like In - 
ſtruments, have and do ſerve to make ſufficient Witneſſes for 
the ſpoiling the Goods of the Innocent. Whether true or 
falſe they ſpeak & ſwear to is not the Queſtiony nor are we ſo 
much as heard Face to Face, which Priviledge Fellons and 
Murderers have in their Tryals, but if the Informers wiliſwear 
it ſhall ſerve to.ſend out Warrants t deſtrain our goods. Were 
it an Offence to be at a peace ble Meeting at Erith, yet 
they that were not there, were not Offenders for being tt ere, 
as for Inſtance, Thomas Cook of - Earth wha was not there 
that Day, and yet a Warrant out to deſtrain and take 2 a 
was ever the like heard of in any profcfſed Chriſtian Nation, 
or is this the Spirit of Chriſt think you People that thus acteth 
inzheſe men ? unta the Juſt Witneſs of God in every Conſci · 
ence, I do appeal for Juſtice. | | 

Further you 8ARt is mage ogainſt ſuch 4; meet under Colear ur. 
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* Pretence' of Exerciſe of Religion, in ot her manner t hen accur: 
ding td 15 — and — of the Church of England. 
Now l do deny that ours is but a'Pretence,/ bet 1 do confeſs it 
is in Reaflity and Truth to worſhip God that made me: And 
doth not your Liturgy allow and exhort, at all times and in all 
Places to pray, lifting up holy Hands to God, then I hope it 
is not a Tranſgreffion if we pray in a Barn, Houſe or Yard or 
Backſide. Your Liturgy hath many good Words and Exhor- 
tations in it, which if chey were practiſed by the Hearers there. 
of, there would not have been that Spoil and Havock made 
upon the Goods of the Innocent, as hath deen theſe fix Years 

laſt paſt. Now according to the real Words of that Act, Ido 
not underſtand that we are the People, neither ought we to 

ſuffer by it. 5 

But if any ſay, it was intended againſt us & a ot ber Sect aries, 
and ſo u left to the Fuſtices to conſtrue moſt largely and beneſicis 
ally for the ſuppreſſing Conventicles. Our peaceable Meetings 
are not Conventicles, nor ought in Juſtice to be ſuppreſt; 
for no ſuch Experience late or early have you ever had, but if 
you will conſtruc it ſo, be it upon your Heads in the Day of 

Account, when the Juſt God ſhall reward every one according 
to his Deeds done ina the Body. SES 

And now come Perſecutors of all Sorts, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, let us reaſon together a little, A little while and 
you and we muſt be gone unto our long Homes, and then 
what will-the Glory of this World and the Rickes of it avail us. 
Remember Dives who had! his portion' in this Life, and had 
nat compaſſion on his Fellow-creature, although I do not 
read that he took away that which was Lat ar s, yet his 
Hard · heartedaeſs was his Burden, when in the Flames, and 
then he 'would have had his five Brethren warned that they 
might not come into that Place of Torment, and would have 
had Lexar ſent from the dead to warn them, But if they ' 
wil not believe Moſes ahd the” Prophets, thy will no: belitve © 
though one riſe from the dead (it was anſwered him) Oh 
how this poor Dives pleaded, for then he was ſodefirous tp 
have his Brethren warned that they might not cbme to beh 
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"Companions! But how any ene this Nation of -Eng-- 
{and hath had, it is hard to Number, even by Witneſſes, who 
have beerrraiſed from Death; which is in Sin, and from the 
Grave of Iniquity, to bear Teſtimony to the Everlaſting Truth, 
as it is in eius, and for the turning of People from Satan's a 
power to the Power of the Lord leſus, the Light of the World, | 
tha by it People might come to know à being waſhed, puri- 
fied and ſanctified: And what hath been the Reward from the - 
Rulers? Theſe Witneſſes have received Priſons, many till 
Death, others Whipt as Vagabonds, ſome ſtocked, ſorme- 
times others Stoned by the rude turriultuous People; yet he 
"that ſent them forth hath been with them, and ſupported 
them through all theſe & fferings, and been a ſufficient Reward | 
unto them, even as in dayes paſt, and in Generatiens-that are 
gone; ke hath been a ſufficient Support in all Tryals and Exer- 
ciles which any hath met with al, as they have abode faithful 
to the Light of the Lord Jeſus o People, it is in vain to 
ſtrive againſt the Lord; for ke is ſtronger then you: therefore 
ſubmit unto him, that he may break you, that a New Lump 
you may become; for: if he fall upon you, you will be ground 
to Powder. Therefore whilft you have Lime, prixe it; for 
the Time paſt none can call again, neither Time to come can 
any truly promiſe to themlelves, | 
w-Makers, did you intend this At for a Snare for the Feet 
of the Innocent? God, that Judge of all Secrets, knows 
your [ntents therein, and our Innocency, _ wt 

Informers, did or do you intend er think to mak e your 
ſelves Rich by the Spoyl'of the Innocent, who kave no Helper 

in che Earth? A Curſe will follow you, you Vagabonds. 

Juſtices, ſo called, did and do you think to {ve your great 
Eſtates by giving out your Warrants to Diftrain us, and take 
away ours, who had ſmall Ones, and yet God's Bleſſings up- 
on our honeft Labours, if you would bave let it alone with 
us? God hath, doth and will plead with you in ſecret. - - 

Conſtables, Church wardens, Overſeers of the Poor, &. a 

. who have had a hand in taking away and ſpoiling your Neigh- - N. 
bours Goods, 'contrary to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in your 1 
* 882 v—— on 
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own Conſciences, for fear of {uffering yourſelves ; will your 
ſo doing bring you Peace in your Latter- end? With the Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus ſearch your ielves, and ſee how it. Rands with 
vou; fer you muſt give an Account hereof unto the great 
God, that made Heaven and Earth. | . 
Covetous Earth worms, who have bought eur Goods, which 
we have truly laboured for, at an under Value, ſometimes 
three penny worth for one Penny; what do. you think they 
will iatich and inlarge your Eſtates? No; they will be as a 
Moth in a Garment. | | 
Petſecutors with Tongue, and Speakers Evil of the Light 
which you could never comprehend not in your carnal wiſdom 
never hall; what de you think to poſſeſs by killing the Right: 
Heir? No, the Lord of the N come and diſpoſfeſs 
you; ſuch ſhall be cſtabliſhed in the laſting Poſſeſſion, as will 
with Gladaeſs of Heart yield unto him of his Fruits in due 
ſeaſon : Praiſes be given unto the Lord, many can ſay of a 
Truth, Thr Sun i riſen that never ſat more, and ut i in 
vain for the Night- Fowlers to ſpriadabeir Nets; And ſo, in that 
Habitation that God hath prepared me, where no Wicked 
Informer nor Inſtrum ent of Satan can come, I reſt ; who am 
a true Lover of Magiſtracy and Juftice, and 8 Well. wiſher 


to all People, - 

Feneyſtanton, the 13th Tobias Hardmeat, +» 

Dayof the 41h Moneth, Wh 15 

commonly called june, ( 

1676, | * . ; 
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